NEWSLETTER

St. Paul’s Lutheran Preschool
In grateful response to God’s love for us in Christ Jesus, it is the mission of St. Paul’s Lutheran Preschool to assist families in carrying out God’s command to educate His children and prepare them for a Christ-centered life of learning and service.
                                               Year’s Focus:  ..Light of the World
“By your words I can see where I’m going; they throw a beam of light on my dark path” Psalm 119:10 
May 2008
Month’s Focus: Jesus knows my name (Me, myself and I) (3’s)
                                                 The Flood (4’s), Jonah (PreK)
From the Pastor’s Desk: 
The New Start of Spring
What a wondrous time of spring, when all the trees are budding

The birds begin to sing; the flowers start their blooming.

That’s how it is with God’s love once you’ve experienced it –

You want to sing; It’s fresh like Spring, you want to pass it on.

     This verse from a campfire song “Pass It On” captures the beauty and optimism of this time of year. It is no accident that the Church talks about resurrection and new life during Spring – the object lesson is all around us. We can be reminded – simply by looking out of the window – that a new start is possible. New life is right there for you in Jesus Christ.

     It may seem a bit strange, then, that graduations of all types usually happen in Spring, even preschool graduation. Another school year has come to an end. You have watched your child grow, but now this specific experience is almost done. Maybe the point of Springtime graduation is that it represents a new start. There are more steps to take. Our children are certainly not done learning and growing.

     This seems like a perfect opportunity to mention that Mrs. Vincent will be making a new start of her own at the close of this school year – she will begin “life after preschool.” St. Paul’s Preschool has flourished under her leadership. She has gone beyond the call of duty to ensure both the Christ-centeredness and future success of this program. With thanks, we wish Mrs. Vincent God’s blessings as she turns the page to a new chapter in her life’s story.
     It would also be appropriate to mention another exciting new start. Stepping into the role of the Preschool Administrator for the coming school year will be our own Mrs. Amy Marizek. Mrs. Marizek promises to bring her own expertise and enthusiasm to the table, and I speak for the staff, the Preschool board, and St. Paul’s congregation when I say we are eager to begin this partnership. 
     May this Springtime bring you many signs of new life, and may those signs point you to the One who gives life that never ends – Jesus Christy, our Lord.  

                                                                                     Pastor Mark Matzke
IMPORTANT DAYS
May 01         Moms and Muffins (T/Th  AM classes)

May 05, 06  Chapels

May 14         All-school Picnic
May 19, 20  Portfolio evening conferences for 4’s and PreK classes

May 21, 22 Closing Services and Pizza Parties
CHAPELS
Last monthly chapels will be  held on  Monday and Tuesday, May 5 and 6. If yopu have not heard pastor Matzke’s Chapel message before, why not join your child this month. He may bring a friend with him, perhaps Peter the Platapys or Rick the Brisk or some other friend. You can personally see what your child has talked about at home.
MOMS AND MUFFINS
Thursday’s Moms and children have muffins and drinks available from 8:30-9:00 AM
NEWSFLASH
The congregation at a special  meeting voted to offer the position of the preschool administrator to Mrs. Amy Marizek, our present 4’s and PreK teacher.  We are sure she will make an excellent director, and we thank God for giving  the preschool board, church council and the members guidance in making this important choice. We pray God’s continued blessings on Amy when she assumes here new role for the next school year.
LENDING LIBRARY
If you have taken books out of the preschool lending library, please return them by May 15. The library will closed for the summer on May 16 
INTERNET SEARCHES
Looking for information on the web. Do you shop on-line.  Why not search through “Goodsearch.com. When you use this search engine, you will help the preschool . Each search earns preschool a penny. Over time, we can earn quite a bit. Just go to www.Goodsearch.com and type our name St. Paul’s Preschool, Painesville, in the box under “WHO DO YOU GOODSEARCH FOR” and then go on with your search. Painless!  I have used it often. 
PARKING

Notice the new no-parking signs in front of the entry door. Make sure no cars are parked at designated spots.
PICNIC
Soon you will receive information about the whole-school family picnic to be held on Wednesday, May 14, at Painesville Kiwanis Park. No classes will be held that day.  In case of rain, we have the picnic at the school.

PORTFOLIO CONFERENCES

This year we are conducting the parent/teacher end-of the-year conferences for 4’s and PreK in a different manner than in the past.  Your will receive more information about the process from the teachers at a later date.  Just be aware that the meetings are going to be evening ones, May 19.
Mrs. Johnson’s andMrs. Marizek’s AM  and Mrs. Porten’s M/W/F classes meet at 6:15 – 7:00 .

Afternoon classes and Mrs. Porten’s T/Th class meet 7:15 – 8:00. At least one parent should attend with the enrolled child. No siblings, please.

CLOSING SERVICE AND PIZZA PARTIES
The year is coming to an end and we will finish with a “bang”. Children have been busy learning the songs for the closing service, working on the things they will wear, starting to finish all the projects teachers have planned. This is such a busy time of the year!  Make sure you will fill and return the slip that asks how many of you are planning to join us at the pizza party.  We need to let the pizza shop know how much we need to order

REGISTRATION FOR 2008-09 SCHOOL YEAR
Registration is now in full swing for the next school year. We are slightly ahead of last year’s pre-registrations. The 3’s morning classes are filled, as is   T/Th 4’s class.   If you have children or know of friends and relatives that may be interested, let them know. 
FROM THE CLASSROOMS
Mrs. Marizek

Spring, what a fun time of year. We have learned a lot about the Easter story, Noah, Jonah and the weather. Our ocean unit will continue through the end of the year. There are some important dates for you to keep in mind. May 14th will be a family picnic and May 19th and 20th will be an end of the year fun day. May 21st will be our closing program. More information will be arriving on these events.

Thank you! Thank you! With the end of the year quickly approaching, I just want to say thank you for allowing me to spend time with your children. It has truly been a blessing to work with each and every one of them. I also want to say thank you for all your support and assistance through the year. Your help has allowed these children to experience generosity. The end of the year will be bitter sweet. I am excited for them to continue growing in their education but I will miss them. Thank you again. This year has been so much fun because WE made it that way for the children. May God bless you and keep safe this summer. 

Mrs. Johnson

Spring has sprung and Mrs. Johnson’s classes are discovering what spring is all about. We know God supplies the earth with a lot of rain during this season, and we now understand that the plants, flowers and trees need water to grow. We created water cycle bracelets to better understand this process and made our own weather dials to keep track of the weather on a daily basis. 

Our flowers and showers pictures hang outside our classroom. On our windowsill our newly planted marigold seeds are starting to grow. Playing in the soil with pots, shovels, and artificial flowers has been one of our favorite activities.

We have continued our study of spring with learning about bugs and other animals. Reading the Hungry Caterpillar together began our study of the life cycle of a butterfly. We made pom-pom caterpillars ands painted butterflies. 
At the end of April we will be attending a program as Penitentiary Glen Reservation and with the help of a naturalist learn hands on in the outdoors more about God’s creations of the season. 

Mrs. Adams

We are enjoying the changing weather and exploring God’s plants, birds, insects, sun, and rain. We made rain drops and “planted” seeds to water and watch them grow. Speaking of growing, the children have grown in many ways this past year; but most of all they have grown in their love and knowledge of Jesus our Savior. One class was “writing” or drawing on the chalk board things that hurt and a boy drew a ball thrown at someone. He then was able to spray water on the drawing and learned how Jesus washed away our sins and forgives us. Before eating snack the children take turns being prayer leader and they are saying wonderful prayers of their own.

We have celebrated many birthdays this year and we know that there are some summer birthdays coming up. We will have a “Summer Birthday Bash” the class days of May 19 and 20 to celebrate those birthdays.

It is hard to believe that our time together is coming to a close and we are excited about the sibling day with a “Teddy Bear” picnic and our school-wide annual picnic. We are also learning the songs we will sing for our closing program and pizza party. Mark your calendar with the dates! Have a wonderful and fun summer. I hope you enjoy God’s many wonderful blessings!

Mrs. Porten

As we approach the end of our school year, I wanted to say how much I have enjoyed getting to know and teach each child in my classes. They each bring their own uniqueness to our group and it has been a ton of fun seeing them come together and make friends. The biggest reward as a teacher is being able to open children’s eyes to new things and being a witness to their growth (physically, emotionally, cognitively and 
spiritually) in one short year. I hope this preschool year was a positive chapter in your child’s life. Enjoy each chapter with them! 

I came across this poem (author unknown)

          The world is round,              

          The place which may

          Seem like the end,

          May also be the beginning. 

          I will not forget you, friend, 
          You’ve left a footprint on my heart, 
          There’s a whole new world waiting for you
          To begin a brand new start. 
          Goodbyes are not forever,

          Goodbyes are not the end,

          They simply mean I’ll miss you

           Until we meet again.
Best wishes to you all and may God bless your families.           

STATE EARLY LEARNING CONTENT STANDARDS
The only area left in your discussion s about Ohio Early Leaning Content Standards is Social Studies.
This includes such topics as history (time, day-night, yesterday, tomorrow), people (family, friends, school, boys, girls), geography (up – down, over -  under, here – there home address, school and home buildings, lakes, parks planting), economics (things people want, taking turns, being fair, goods and services , playing store, taking field trips) government (community helpers, classroom rules), citizenship rights and responsibilities (cooperation, taking  turns, using words to solve disputes, making choices, following through with plans).
ADVANCE NOTICE

In a less than a month, preschool classes are over. Parents are wondering what to do with the children all summer long. In the near future, you will find in your child’s mailbox a registration sheet for St. Paul’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) to be held week of July 21. In the last few years, VBS has had lot of preschoolers sign up. 

What a good way for children to spend few days with friends, make new ones among the over 100 other children, and refresh what they learned during the school year. 

If you have other children you want to register, additional forms can be found on top of the cabinet outside the preschool office.
FROM Mrs. Anja Vincent

“There is time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3:1
For me, the time to start my second retirement is here. After five years as the administrator of St. Paul’s Preschool, I will turn the reins to Mrs. Marizek when the new school year starts. These last five years have been very rewarding. I have seen children grow in faith, I have gotten to know a fabulous group of parents, and have been blessed to work with a wonderful pastor, the spiritual guide of our program, and caring, dedicated staff. Other programs that I have been associated with during my professional career, were good, but  lacked the most important part of children’s development, that of building strong faith foundation for future years. At St. Paul’s this was, and will continue to be the core, the heart of curriculum. 

Early childhood centers are expected to focus more and more on academics, to the detriment of developing the WHOLE child.  Parents are concerned about children’s readiness for school. And still, even the state standards make references such as “ teachers reading, singing, dancing” “using authentic props, e.g. stores, 
offices etc”, “modeling stable order counting through PLAY”  (capitals by administrator), “PLAYING gross motor games” and so on. Childhood is so short, societal pressures force children to grow up early. 
Sometimes parents question our faith focus, asking how that helps children to be ready for formal schooling. How do the Bible stories fit with the state standards?  Above, Mrs. Adams wrote about a child’s experience at the chalk board. What an excellent example about learning Bible truths! At the same time, what a good example of aligning state standard “Observe and begin to recognize the ways that environments support life…”  to this specific situation.  Predict - what does water do?  Observe – use spray bottle, what happens? Water cleans.  Simple activity, but a real learning experience both in learning about the properties of water, and learning about Bible truth of God washing away our sins.!
 My prayer is that St. Paul’s Preschool continues to be a place where children can continue to grow to their God given potential, where faith is nurtured, and where families feel their children’s needs are met in all the areas. And where, above all, Christ is the center of the curriculum.
May God be with you all, enjoy the summer, and look forward to a new phase in your families and children’s  lives, whether your child is starting the formal education process in the fall  or is returning to our school for another year of learning. 
I leave you with a wish that you give your child a “gift of time”,

                                                                               time to be a child

                                                                               time to experience the wonder of the world

                                                                               time to enjoy the short days of childhood

                                                                               time to explore

                                                                               time to cuddle with you

                                                                               time to praise the Lord

                                                                               time to pray

                                                                               time to worship

                                                                               time to grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior.

 And I leave you with the wish that you give YOURSELF a “gift of time”

                                                                               time to unhurriedly be with your child

                                                                               time to watch your child grow

                                                                               time to sit with your child, book in your hand

                                                                               time to enjoy the short days of your child’s childhood.

                                                                               time to grow yourself in faith 







