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PALM SUNDAY
March 15 and 16, 2008 

Service of the Word

+ ORDER OF WORSHIP +

PRESERVICE MUSIC

A time of quiet meditation to prepare for worship.

RINGING OF THE BELLS

The 10:45 a.m. service begins with the PROCESSION OF PALMS by the                                             children of our Sunday School.
THE ANTHEM        “The King of Glory”     Sunday School Children
As the children leave the chancel area, the congregation is invited to join them in singing:

Hosanna, Hosanna, all the children sing;

Hosanna, Hosanna, for Christ our Lord is King!

The 10:45 a.m. service continues with THE PASTOR’S WELCOME and THE ENTRANCE SCRIPTURE below.

________________________________________________________________________________
The 7:00 p.m. and 8:15 a.m. services begin with THE WELCOME and THE OPENING

HYMN      # 162 (TLH)     “Ride On, Ride On In majesty”
Ride on, ride on, in majesty!

Hark! All the tribes hosanna cry.

O Savior meek, pursue Thy road,

With palms and scattered garments strowed.

Ride on, ride on, in majesty!

In lowly pomp ride on to die.

O Christ, Thy triumphs now begin

O’er captive death and conquered sin.

Ride on, ride on, in majesty!

The angel armies of the sky

Look down with sad and wond’ring eyes

To see th’approaching Sacrifice.

Ride on, ride on, in majesty!

Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh;

The Father on His sapphire throne

Expects His own anointed Son.

Ride on, ride on, in majesty!

In lowly pomp ride on to die

Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain,

Then take, O Christ, Thy power and reign.
(Please stand.)
THE ENTRANCE SCRIPTURE
Pastor:
Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!
Cong.:
Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!
Pastor:
See, your King comes to you, 

Cong.:
righteous and having salvation, 

Pastor:
gentle and riding on a donkey,
Cong.:
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

Pastor:
He will proclaim peace to the nations.
Cong.:
His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.                                                (Zechariah 9: 9, 10b)    
Pastor:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Cong.:
Amen. 

THE CONFESSION

Pastor:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Pastor:

Holy and gracious God,

ALL:
I confess that I  have sinned against you in many and various ways.  Some of my sin I know – the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed – but some is known only to you.  In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness.  Deliver and restore me, that I may serve you in peace.

Pastor:
By the grace of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ.  By His command, I, a called and ordained servant of the Word, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Cong.:

Amen

THE HYMN OF PRAISE      “Rejoice and Shout in Triumph“ 
(Sung to the tune of ‘Stand Up, Stand Up For Jesus’)
Rejoice and shout in triumph, your King is coming near!

Rejoice, O sons of Zion, to see him now appear!

The Righteous and Victorious, who comes to take his throne,

Rides humbly on a donkey as prophets had foreshown.

Hosanna, Son of David! Hosanna, gentle King!

To him who comes to save us may highest praises ring!

If sin or doubt would silence our psalms and songs of praise,

The stones would sing to Jesus – their endless thanks to raise!

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
The Lord be with you.
Cong.:
And with your spirit.

Pastor:
Let us pray..


ALL:
Almighty and everlasting God the Father, who sent your Son to take our nature upon him and to suffer death on the cross that all mankind should follow the example of his great humility, mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of our Savior Jesus Christ in his patience and also have our portion in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

 (Please be seated.)
SPECIAL MUSIC   (10:45 a.m.)       “Clap Your Hands”

                                                            Youth Celebration Choir

WE HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD

The Old Testament Reading

Lector:
The Old Testament Reading for Palm Sunday is taken from the Fiftieth chapter of Isaiah, beginning with the fourth verse.

4 The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught. 5 The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears, and I have not been rebellious; 

I have not drawn back. 6 I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.7 Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame. 8 He who vindicates me is near. Who then will bring charges against me? Let us face each other! Who is my accuser? Let him confront me! 9 It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me. Who is he that will condemn me? 

Lector:
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong.:
Thanks be to God. 
SPECIAL MUSIC   (7:00 p.m. and 8:15 a. m.)       “See How He Dies”        Adult Choir
The Epistle Reading      Philippians 2:  5—11 
5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Lector:
This is the Word of the Lord.

Cong.:
Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC   (10:45 a.m.)        “Hosanna Processional”        Youth Celebration Choir
(Please stand.)

The Holy Gospel



Lector:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty- first chapter, beginning with the first verse. 

Cong.:
(sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” 
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 5 “Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!”  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  

“Hosanna in the highest!” 10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 12 Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. 13 “It is written,” he said to them, ”‘My house will be called a house of prayer,’ but you are making it a ‘den of robbers.’” 14 The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple area, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant. 16 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him.  “Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read, ”‘From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise’?” 17 And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the night. 

Lector:
This is the Gospel of our Lord.

Cong.:
(sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

THE CONFESSION OF FAITH        The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

(Please be seated.)

THE SERMON HYMN     # 102 (LW)      “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 
THE SERMON     “A Face In The Palm Sunday Crowd”     Matthew 21:  1—17 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 THE OFFERING AND THE RITE OF FELLOWSHIP 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               (Please stand)

THE OFFERTORY     # 405 (LW)     “We Give You But Your Own”

We give you but your own

In any gifts we bring;

All that we have is yours alone,

A trust from you, our King.

May we your bounties thus

As stewards true receive

And gladly, Lord, as you bless us,

To you our firstfruits give.

And we believe your word,

Though dim our faith, it’s true:

What we do for you people, Lord,

We do it all for you.

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH





Each petition ends with:


Pastor:
…let us pray to the Lord:

Cong.:
Lord, have mercy.

That the message of Christ crucified and risen would remain central to our lives in thought, word, and deed—
That pastors, teachers, and all Christians would be faithful to the Lord’s teaching and the Lord’s mission— 
For all who travel in the coming days, that the Lord would guide and protect them, making their ways safe and their homecomings joyful—
For those who are sick, especially Bret Berry, Cathy Funk, Susan George, Mae Grem, Richard Johnson, Louise Klebe,  John and Wilma Kovaly, Jean Long, Ken Makee, Bill Mattson, Rev. Gerald Matzke, Audrey Mellor, Terry Mowery, Bruce Simonds, Kathy Smith, Les West and Ruth Wilder, that God would look with favor upon His servants and the life He has given, deliver them from the temptations of the evil one, and grant patience, healing, and comfort—
For those who are homebound or living in care facilities, such as John Kangas, Jan and Joe Lefelhoc, Rose Makee, Barb Miller, Carl Minerovic, Irene Ollila, Don Snowbrick, Sr., that they would be encouraged by your Word and the witness of Christian family and friends—

For those who are celebrating birthdays, including Jenna Wojkowski, Michelle Woloszynek, Don Bennington, Robert Breedlove, Steve Kallay, Daniel Lucas, Richard Rohl and Travis Ulle, that these blessings would result in thankful living.

For those who defend our nation, many of whom are far away from home, including Shawn Lawlor, Danny Lucas, and Andrew Peters, that God would protect them from harm and remind them of His grace—

For all Christians who will remember our Lord’s Passion in the coming week, that we would be moved to deep and humble gratitude by Jesus’ sacrifice—

Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord:       

Cong.: 

Amen.

Pastor: 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

THE LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6: 4-13)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION 

Pastor:
Let us bless the Lord.

Cong.:
Thanks be to God.

Pastor:
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and grant you peace.
Cong.:
Amen

CLOSING HYMN      # 106 (LW)      “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

SILENT PRAYER

(Please be seated.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THOSE WHO SERVE: 
                                                                                                                                              PROCLAIMER:  Rev. Mark Matzke

ORGANIST:  Marlyss Sekki

SPECIAL MUSIC:  The Sunday School Children
                                    The Youth Celebration Choir

                                     The Adult Choir
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7:00 PM
Dave Murphy
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8:15 AM 
Brad Miller

Sunday

10:45 AM
 Eric West
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10:45 AM
 Cindy Rollins
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  Terry Wakelee
COUNTERS:  Kathy Smith, Laura Harris and Billie Lelle
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